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Black Minge Baptist Church, located in Williamsburg County approximately three miles
southeast of Nesmith, South Carolina, was constructed ca. 1843 with funds provided by -
Cletand Belin. An example of the meeting house form of church building, Black Mingo
Baptist Church also features elements which reflect a ltoral interpretation of the Greek
Revival style. : ' > : s :

Exterior: A two-story rectangular block, the church is set on low brick piers. Pier
brickwork is American Common bond. The frame huilding is sheathed with weatherhoard and
has a low-pitched gable roof. Presently,' the roof is covered with modern composition
shinales, although the original wood shingled roof is intact beneath. A wide, beaded
entablature with a deep, plain hoxed cornice extends unbroken arcund the perimeter of
- the roofline. An urfluied, two-story piltaster distinguishes each corner of the building..
round headed windows with intersecting tracery are featured on all elevations. The
central bay of the facade {northwest elevation} and the northeast and southwest elevations
gava narrow, three-paneled, doublte doors with a semi-circular transom with intersecting
yacary. '

The facade is divided into three evenly spaced bays; the first story features a central
doorway flanked at right and feft by a 9 over b window and the second sitory features
thrae & over 6 windows. This elevation is characterized by a deep, boxed pediment .
credted by the gable end. The three-bay door and window arrangement of the facade is
repeated on bhath side elevations with the exception that the bays are more widely spaced.
A large 30 over 30 window dominates the central bay of both stories of the southeast
elevation; it is flanked by & over 6 windows on the first story level. The deep, boxad
pediment of the facade gable end is repeated on the vear elevation.

The church is distinguished by several alements reflective of the Greek Revival style,
inctuding: the two-story, unfluted corner pilasters; the wide beaded entablature;
arnd the deep, boxed pediments. Also of note are the scriptural quotations on panels
meunted in the center of the frieze on the northwest and scuthwest elevations.

Interior: The building has a rectangular floor plan. A second-story slave gallery on
-three sides with dado paneling to the balcony rail, is supported by elongated wooden
columns., A double-run stairway located to the left of the front entrance leads to the
gzllery. Basically unaltered since its construction, the church features original fabric
throughout, inctuding: wide board floors; wide horizontal board wainscoting and wide
yertical board walls above, and, the vaulted jath and plaster ceiling of the nave. OFf
partizular note are the original pews and the scriptural quotations painted on the front
of tha pulpit, over the rear window and front door, and on the frieze below the slave
gailery.

Surroundings:  Black Mingo Baptist Church is located in a rural setting and 15 encircled
by woodad tand. South Carolina secondary road 162 bounds the property to the northwest
and southwest. Included in the nominated acreage is a vemetery which surrounds the church .
and includes graves of Cleland Belin and gther early members of the congregation,

Because of the isolation of the site and the threat of vandalism, a high chain lirk

ferce nas been srected around the property.
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Black Mingo Baptist Church, located in Williamsburg County approximately three miles
southeast of Nesmitk, South Carolina, near the site of the deserted town of Willtown,
was built ca. 1843 with funds donated hy Lleland Belin. The meeting house type church
features characteristics which reflect a Tocal interpretation of the Greek Revival
style. The building is historically significant because of its association with the
development of -the Baptist depomination in the Willtown area and with an individuai
prominent in the history of the region.

According to local tradition Cleland Belin, who was a descendant of William Screven,
founder of the Baptist Church in the South, came to Willtown ca. 1810 to live with his
uncle Jdohn Screven, The tradition continues that Belin became a Baptist, and a meeting
house was construcied near Willtown ca. 1820. However, the first primary record of a
Baptist Church in the vicinity of Hilltown is a reference in the 1B40s to Black Mingo
Baptist Church. o

Witltown was located on the banks of Black Mingo Creek, and Clealand Belin became one of
tha most prosperous and prominent residents of the area as a merchant and owner of flat
bottom boats. He built the Black Mingo Baptist :Church ca. 1843 near his residence
approximately one half mite from the viilage of Willtowm. The Black Mingo congregation
becane a member of the Welsh Neck Baptist Association ca. I1B45. At this time the church
had twelve white and six black members and was supplied by the asseciation with a
missionary minister. During the ninetezenth century the group grew slowly. However, hy
the 192Q0s the congregation had disbanded and Black Mingo Baptist Church was abandoned.
In 1936 finding the building in need of repair and threatened by abuse, the congregation
of nearby Nesmith Baptist Church resolved to "preserve the property and keep it in
repair" and to hold worship services in the church not less than four times a year,
Today Biack Mingo Baptist Church continues to be maintained, and services are hald in
the church on the fifth Sunday of each month that has a fifth Sunday.

Architecture: Black Mingo Baptist Church, a meeting house type building, is & signifi-
cant example of a local interpretation of the Greek Revival style. In addition, the
church has been maintained and is virtuazlly unaltered except for the roof covering.
Notable architectural features include: the round headed window and door openings with
intersecting tracery; the two-story, unfluted corner pilasters; the wide beaded entahla-
ture; the deep, boxad pediments; and, the slave gallery supported by elongated columns.
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