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DESCRIEE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL [IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Long Cane Covered Bridge in McCormick County remains virtually unchanged
since its construction in 1892. The bridge, built in the Howe style, is

30 feet high and spans 163 feet over Long Cane Creek. It rests on two stone
abutments with four supporting piers in the creekbed.

The bridge comsists of a series of 13 boxed "X" panel trusses in which iron
turn-buckles were added for stability. The vertical board and batten siding
used to cover these panel trusses is unpainted and irregularly cut. The
portals are covered with unpainted wooden clapboard; a tin roof covers the

bridge. A single roadway Tatd on the lower chords was ance utilized for
through traffic,

Since it has taken over the maintenance of the bridge, the South Carolina

Highway Department has repiaced the tin roof and a few boards in the portal.

Two small barriers have been placed on either end of the bridge to limit

traffic to pedestrians only. The approach to the bridge has also been

reconstructed to approximately half its eriginal width to discourage vehicular traffic.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Long Cane Covered Bridge is ome of three remzining covered bridges 1n

Scuth Carolina.

One of the foremost enemies of wocden bridges in the 19th Century was weather.
Bridges therefore began to be covered Targely to protect their main structural
timbers and to insure greater stability, 7The Long Cane Byt is a-eovered
bridge built in the Howe style -- a type of construction which introduced iron
rods into the bridge trusses, This design proved to be both popular and in-
fluential and served as a means of transition from wooden bridges to those
buiit of iron and steel.

Leng Cane Covered Bridge was constructed in the summer of 1892 by Y. P. Reagan
to replace an earlier bridge that had been washed away in January of that same
year. (Long Cane was alsc known 2s Bradley's Bridge because 1t was built in
¢lose proximity to John Bradley's mill.}

In 1964 the South Caroiina Highway Department was authorized by an act of the
General Assembly to maintain and preserve three covered bridges in the state:
Long Cane Covered Bridge, Prathers Bridge (National Register, 1970), Chapman
Bridge {destroyed by fire). Since that time the Long Cane Bridge has been
closed to vehicular traffic but accessibie to pedestrians,

Long Cane Covered Bridge s a well-known and popular historical site in
McCormick County. It stands as an example of an era in transportation that
no longer exists yet deserves to be recognized and preserved.



FIMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES

Sanders, Richard Allen. Covered Bridges of the South. Brattleboro, Vermont: Stephen
Gresne Press, 1970,

Thomas, Charles E. "The Kissing Bridges." 'Sandlapper, II, No. 10 (October 1969), B-12.

{continued)

ECIGEOGRAPHICAL DATA Tess than one acre

AGREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY
UTM REFEAENCES

AL (379640 B/BABAD] sl T bt by o [l 1]

ZONE EASTING NORTHING ZONE EASTING NORTHING
=5 N [ N AN P O +] I [ P TS O PO P I

VERBAL BOUNCARY DESCRIPTION

Bridge crosses Long Cane Creek & includes land on both banks
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