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This two story clapboard flat-roofed structure resting on a high
brick foundation was erected c. 1874 as a school house for the Robert Gould
Memorial Schoal. GOriginally it was in the shape of a Latin cross with the
arms of the cross located nearest and paraile] to Mary Street, Later two
wings (rear addition) were added to the rear of this structure which matched
the crosspiece.

The facade, consisting of a central projection and the two arms of
the crosspiece, was originally brick and contained three tiers of arches,
open to the front and sides. lhe facade's high brick foundation is pierced
by semicircular arches, as are the sides of this structure, and above each
arch on both stories are nine over nine 1ight double sash windows. These
windows are used entirely throughout this structure with only a slight vari-
ation on the front central projection that includes a nine over nine window
with eight pane side™ights (four to a side) on both the first and second
ficor. The central projection also has a window ai either side on each
flaor, while the front wings of the facade have two windows at each wing on
each floor.

Identical side walls have the following window arrangement: on the
end of the front crosspiece, two windows; in the rear of the front cross-
piece, one window; side walls between the front and rear wing, one window,
one door with large transom, one window(uppar levels on sides have three
windows}; front of rear addition, one window; sides of rear addition, two
windows; back of rear addition, two windows. At the end of the staff
portion of the cross is a centrally located door with large transom on each
floor flanked by windows, one to a side above a single enclosed arch. This
arrangement implies that a small portico existed here at one time. The brick
foundation of the rear addition is plerced with square windows and the area
is enclosed.

On the west side where the crosspiece joins the building is a single
fiue wmodern chimney. It is probable that the building at one time had two
exterior chimneys, but these may have been removed when the rear addition
was added. There is also a firve escape on eiiher side of this structure,

Nomination includes two coach houses.

| The City of Charleston hopes to convert this complex of buildings
to a recreational center.
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This building was built to house the Robert fouid Shaw Memorial
School. Robert Gould Shaw was the Commanding officer of the 54th Mass-
achusetts Regiment of free Negroes. He and his regiment were destroyed
in the attack on Fort Wagner, Morris Istand near Charleston Harbor. His
family and friends furnished the fund for the school. This school was
cne of the earliest free schools in the South that blacks could attend.

Education: In 1874, the year of the school's beginning, the fund's
trustees deeded 1t to the Board of School Commissionevs for the City of
Charleston.

"...provided the party of the second part its successors

or assignees shail and will maintain the said lands dur-

ing the continuance of this lease, a good free school

open to all children without distinction of race or pre-

vious condition of servitude and that such school so to

be maintained shall be called the Shaw Memorial School”
South Carelina Reqister of Mesne Conveyance,
Book P-16, p. 205.

Black History: The Shaw Memorial School is important to plack
history because Tt was begun as a tribute to the bravery of Robert G.
Shaw and his men, members of the 54th Massachusetts He51men of free
Negroes, one of the first all black fighting units in United States

miiitary history.
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This two story clapboard filat-roofed structure resting on a high
brick foundation was erected ¢, 1874 as a school house for the Robert Gould
Memorial School. Originaliy it was in the shape of a Latin cross with the
arms of the cross located nearest and parallel tc Mary Street. Later two
wings {rear addition} were added to the rear of this structure which matched
the crosspiece.

|

l
1

The facade, consisting of a central projection and the two arms of
the crosspiece, was originally brick and contained three tiers of arches,
open to the front and sides. The facade’s high brick foundation is pierced
by semigcircular arches, as are the sides of this structure, and above each
arch on both stories are nine aver nine light double sash windows. These
windows are used entirely throughout this structure with only a slight vari-
ation on the front central projection that inc¢ludes a nine over nine window
with eight pane side™ights (four to a side) on both the first and second
floor. The central projectioh also has a window ai either side on each
fioor, while the front wings of the facade have two windows at each wing on

reach fioor.

Identical side wails have the following window arrangement: on the
end of the front crosspiece, two windows; in the rear of the front cross-
piece, one window; 5ide walls between the front and rear wing, one window,
one door with large transom, one window(upper levels on sides have three
windows); front of rear addition, one window; sides of rear addition, two
windows; back of rear addition, two windows. At the end of the staff
portion of the cross is a centraliy located door with large transom on each
floor flanked by windows, one to a side above a single enclosed arch. This
arrangement impHes that a small portico existed here at one time. The bric
foundation of the rear addition is pierced with square windows and the area
15 enclosed.

On the west side where the crosspiece joins the building is a single
flue modern chimney. [t is probable that the building at one time had two
exterior chimneys, but these may have been removed when the rear addition
was added. There is also a fire escape on el iher side of this structure,

Nomination includes two coach houses.

The City of Charleston hopes to convert this complex of buiidings
to a recreational center,
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