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Dean Hall is a spaciocus, one—and—a-half story house built over raised
basement which has arcaded exterior wall.
storerooms leocated in basement, behind arcade area.

Service roons, kitchens, and

Plazza, on three sides of lower story, has low, over-hanglng eaves
supported by slender, Tuscan Order columns.
built with points of origin at right angles with facade , leadsto plazza.

Double, wooden staircases,

Facade consists of six—panel door with sidelights flanked on either
side by a palr of 9 over 9, sash windows with shutters. Rear wall
identical to facade.

Side wslls have four, evenly spaced windows (same

design as front windows).

Side

Roof line is a medium cross gable flanked front and rear with dormers.
Divided fanlights set in front and rear gsblas.
fanlights asbove an arched window which ls flanked on either side by
rectangular, shuttered windowa.

gables have divided

3 35s
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Architecturally and historically sipgnificant as well asz a fine
exanple of landscape architecture, Dean Hall Plantation was settled
pricr to 1725 by Alexander Wishkett of Dean, Scotland., Nisbett later
inherited Scotch property &nd the family baronetcy.

The estate was gold in 1821 to Willlam Augustus Carson who built
the present house from brick made at Medway Flantation across the river.
Carson developed the rice plantation to the extent that it was gaid to
have resembled "a well ordered village" rather than a single plantatiocn.

It is gaid that Sir Charles Lyell, eminent British- geclogist, visited
Dean Hall and was so Impressed with the treatment of slavas that ha
confessed "my prejudices have been entirely eradicated." However,
he hastened to add that as an Englishman, he could never be a convert
to the institution, '

Dean Hall was sold to Elias Nonus Ball in 1856 upon Carson's death.
During the Confederate War, the estate was sold for Confederste securi-
ties. After the war, Carson's widow (daughter of James Louis Petigru,
an ardent South Carolina Unionist} recovered the property.

In 1%09, Dean Hall came uader the ownership of Benlamin Rufus
Kittredge. It was Kittredpe who modernized the old house and planted
the renowned Cypress Gardens, one of Charleston's three natiomally
acclaimed gardens, open.to the public since 1930,

Archirecturally, the house is distimetive in that its unusual,
encircling plazza ensbhled the owner to keep &an eve on the work in the
rice fields), his uplard plantings, or.the slave quarters, Piazza also
supplied shade, making large shade trees, which cut off air and light,
UNLIECEsS5aYY «

Special considevation is requested for this nominatfon due to the fact
that E. T. DuPont de Nemours and Company currently plams to raze the
building in order to bepin construction of an Industrial complex. It is
hoped that Natlonal Register standing for this historic building will
underline its significance and prevent its destruction.
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